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The European Green Deal and Its Agricultural Goals

The European Green Deal aims to promote an ecological transition linked to the development of an
equitable and prosperous society with a modern, competitive economy. To achieve this, it sets out a series
of concrete objectives. Key among these are a 50% reduction in the use and risk of chemical synthetic
pesticides, a 30% decrease in fertilizer use, and ensuring that at least 25% of European agricultural land is
managed organically. All these objectives have a deadline of 2030.

Sustainable land management is an urgent necessity that affects not only ecosystems but also the entire
agri-food system, as highlighted in the European "Farm to Fork" strategy. In recent years, the massive use
of biocides (herbicides, pesticides, and plant protection products) and fertilizers is causing enormous
environmental and health problems for habitats, animals, and human populations. An example of this is
the found link between glyphosate use and breast cancer in some studies.

Society's Role in the Ecological Transition

Public administrations propose solutions to minimize the use of fertilizers and herbicides, but often these
don't take into account the people who use them. The lack of information and consensus in co-creating
these solutions means that many measures promoted by the administration aren't adopted by farmers,
ranchers, or foresters, hindering the much-needed ecological transition. Given this situation, the question
arises: what can we, as a society, do to modify or change the patterns of intensive production prevalent
in most European regions?

Society's adoption of measures must begin with an initial recognition of the existing problem. Making
challenges visible requires truthful information, based on scientific data, and effective communication of
this information to land managers and society, who suffer from poor management.

In recent years, we've seen social movements heading in this direction, such as the agroecology
movement. In this movement, people, aware of the environmental and social risks generated by the
excessive use of fertilizers and biocides, decide, as the last link in the food chain, to modify these patterns.
To do so, they use their most powerful tool: purchasing products. This movement promotes buying locally
produced goods, based on traditional practices like crop rotation instead of herbicides, using green
manures and organic fertilizers instead of mineral ones, or practices that preserve biodiversity, such as
employing woody species.


https://www.nosdiario.gal/articulo/economia/agroecoloxia-saude/20230419204514166808.html

However, consumer power is often not enough to foster the agroecological transition in agricultural land
management. Promoting adequate market systems and providing infrastructure are basic pillars for this
transition to occur. Examples include the use of these products in public institutions like schools or
hospitals, which would create a market allowing producers to make this transition profitably. Also crucial
is the development of an agricultural extension service that not only educates but also solves problems
associated with implementing traditional techniques that are now new to the primary sector.

AF4EU advances agroforesiry in Europe by sharing best OE:AaF0
practices, developing digital tools, and supporting :
farmers in adopting sustainable systems.
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